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23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME -  YEAR C               4TH SEPTEMBER 2022    

Liturgy of the Word 
 
Entrance Antiphon (or a hymn) You are 
just, O lord and your judgement is right; 
treat your servant in accord with your 
merciful love. 
 
First Reading                                              Wis 9:13-18 
What man can know the intentions of God? Who can 
divine the will of the Lord? The reasonings of mortals 
are unsure and our intentions unstable; for a 
perishable body presses down the soul, and this tent 
of clay weighs down the teeming mind. It is hard 
enough for us to work out what is on earth, 
laborious to know what lies within our reach; who, 
then, can discover what is in the heavens? As for 
your intention, who could have learnt it, had you not 
granted Wisdom and sent your holy spirit from 
above? Thus have the paths of those on earth been 
straightened and men been taught what pleases you, 
and saved, by Wisdom. 
 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm        Ps 89:3-6. 12-14. 17. R. v.1 
(R.) In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
1. You turn men back into dust  

and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 
To your eyes a thousand years 
are like yesterday, come and gone, 
no more than a watch in the night. (R.) 

2. You sweep men away like a dream,  
like grass which springs up in the morning. 
In the morning it springs up and flowers: 
by evening it withers and fades. (R.) 

3. Make us know the shortness of our life  
that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 
Show pity to your servants. (R.) 

4. In the morning, fill us with your love;  
we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 
give success to the work of our hands. (R.) 

 
 
 

Second Reading                          Philemon 9-10, 12-17 
This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is 
more, still a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing 
to you for a child of mine, whose father I became 
while wearing these chains: I mean Onesimus. I am 
sending him back to you, and with him – I could say – 
a part of my own self. I should have liked to keep him 
with me; he could have been a substitute for you, to 
help me while I am in the chains that the Good News 
has brought me. However, I did not want to do 
anything without your consent; it would have been 

forcing your act of kindness, which should be 
spontaneous. I know you have been deprived of 
Onesimus for a time, but it was only so that you could 
have him back for ever, not as a slave any more, but 
something much better than a slave, a dear brother; 
especially dear to me, but how much more to you, as a 
blood-brother as well as a brother in the Lord. So if all 
that we have in common means anything to you, 
welcome him as you would me. 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation                                   Ps 118:135 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let your face shine on your servant, 
and teach me your laws. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
 

Gospel                                                             Lk 14:25-33  
Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he 
turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to me 
without hating his father, mother, wife, children, 
brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be 
my disciple. Anyone who does not carry his cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple. 
‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a 
tower, would not first sit down and work out the cost 
to see if he had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if 
he laid the foundation and then found himself unable 
to finish the work, the onlookers would all start making 
fun of him and saying, “Here is a man who started to 
build and was unable to finish.” Or again, what king 
marching to war against another king would not first 
sit down and consider whether with ten thousand men 
he could stand up to the other who advanced against 
him with twenty thousand? If not, then while the other 
king was still a long way off, he would send envoys to 
sue for peace. So in the same way, none of you can be 
my disciple unless he gives up all his possessions.’  
 
 
 

Communion Antiphon (or a hymn) I am the light of the 
world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life. 

Next Week’s Readings:  
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Yr C 

Exodus 32: 7-11, 13-14; 1 Timothy 1: 12-17; Luke 15: 1-32  

FOLLOWING THE MISSAL 
Preface III of Sunday in OT, Eucharistic Prayer II 

Fathers Day Collection 
Envelopes are available for 

parishioners to contribute to the 
welfare of our sick and retired 

Priests in the Diocese of Lismore. 
Your donation is very much appreciated. 

Catholic Parish of the Nambucca Valley 
Corpus Christi, Bowraville                                                                 St Patrick’s, Macksville 

 Our Lady Star of the Sea, Nambucca Heads                               Christ the King, Taylor’s Arm 

Welcome everyone! Especially to the new members of our parish and to our visitors from near and far. 

Administrator:   Fr Shelwin Fernandez 

Parish Secretary:  Zofie White 

Parish Office: 

Postal Address: PO Box 38, Macksville 2447 
Street Address: 78 Wallace Street, Macksville 
Phone:     02 6568 1107 
Email:     nvparish@lismore.catholic.org.au 

Website:   www.nvparish.org.au 
Urgent Matters:   0481 277 532 

     Office Hours:  

Days:   Tuesdays  &  Thursdays  

Time:  8.30am to  4.00pm  

Nambucca Presbytery: 

Telephone:   02 6568 6642  

Parish Schools: 

St Patrick’s Primary School—Macksville 
32 Macksville Heights Drive, Macksville 
Phone: 02 6568 1397 
Website:  www.macvplism.catholic.edu.au  

St Mary’s Primary School —Bowraville 
4 Carbin Street, Bowraville 
Phone: 02 65647369 
Website: www.bwpplism.catholic.edu.au 

The cost of following Jesus 
 

We often speak of learning from our mistakes, even though we 
sometimes fail to do so. Likewise, if you are interested in sport, 
you will often hear sportsmen or women speak of “taking the 
positives” from a contest they have lost, especially if it’s a narrow 
loss.  
As human beings we are naturally inquisitive and our search for 
meaning goes on from our earliest years until our dying day. We 
learn by trial and error, like so many great discoveries, by 
experimentation and reflection.  
Much of our knowledge comes through learning in “the school of 
life itself” and frequently “the school of hard knocks.” It is not 
surprising then that throughout the scriptures, we find many of 
the authors almost pleading with us to stop and reflect on what is 
going on both in our own lives and in the world around us. 
The wisdom books are particularly adept at challenging us in this 
way. So too does Jesus who is constantly asking us to look around 
and take note of the wonder of nature, and more importantly to 
look into ourselves and note our reactions in a variety of 
circumstances. The book of Wisdom itself invites us to accept the 
fact that we struggle to make sense of much of what is going on, 
but it also paves the way for what Jesus will teach us, namely that 
it is the spirit of God who will lead us to the truth.  
St Paul realised that Christ was the Wisdom of God made manifest 
and all his teaching reflects this understanding, including the 
wonderful practical advice he gives to his friend Philemon about 
making peace with his former slave, Onesimus, who for some 
reason had run away. 
Jesus invites us to follow him, but he is well aware of the demands 
that will be made if we accept his invitation. It is in that context 
that we can better understand his almost unpalatable teaching 
that our families might prove an obstacle to us in following him. 
Sometimes we need to be shocked before we get the message 
and undoubtedly this has something to do with Jesus’ message 
about taking up the cross.  
Clearly, he cannot be changing his fundamental teaching that we 
must “love our enemies and do good to those who hate us”, in 
warning us that even the members of our families may not 
understand and might want to prevent us from giving up 
everything else for his sake. To reinforce his point, he offers us 
two very mundane examples – a builder preparing to build, a king 
preparing for battle – of calculating the pros and cons before 
making a decision.  
Jesus invites us to be his disciples and we are continually learning 
more and more about the cost of that discipleship. As we weigh 
the pros and cons in our present situations, is he asking us to 
make a deeper commitment to him today? 
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We Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians, the Gumbaynggirr People, who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to this country and commit 

ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation. 

23rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time, 

Year C 
 

4th September 
2022 

http://www.macvplism.catholic.edu.au


 

Parish Diary  
Tuesday 

6TH SEP 

  5:00 pm    Reconciliation, Macksville 
 5:30 pm    Mass, Macksville 
              ST BEGA 

Wednesday 

7TH SEP 

   9:30 am    Mass, Bowraville    
             ST REGINA 

Thursday  

8TH SEP 

  9:00 am    Adoration before Mass  
  9:30 am    Mass, Macksville  
 NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Friday  

9TH SEP 

  8:30 am    Adoration before Mass  
  9:00 am    Mass, Nambucca Heads 
          ST PETER CLAVER 

Saturday 

10TH SEP 

  9:30am     Mass, Macksville 
  5:30 pm    Reconciliation, Nambucca 
  6:00 pm    Vigil Mass, Nambucca Heads 
                 ST FINIAN 

Sunday 

11TH SEP 

  8:00 am  Mass, Macksville 
    9:30 am     Mass, Bowraville 
 11:00 am    Mass, Taylors Arm 
     24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  

The Parish of Nambucca Valley and the Diocese of Lismore are committed to the protection, care and well-being of every child, young people and vulnerable people in our community. If you or a person close to you has been abused by someone working or mini
Diocese of Lismore, please contact  the Safeguarding Office at 02 6621 9444 or email  safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au.  We will listen to you respectfully, offer support and discuss options available to you. 

The Parish Vitality Survey  
 

The Lismore Diocese Parish Vitality Survey is a short pulse 
survey that provides you with an opportunity to have your 
say about your church, what we do well, where we can do 
better and how we can sustain, support and strengthen our 
parish communities as we look ahead to the next five years. 
The survey is anonymous online, takes about 10 minutes to 
complete and is open from now until 5th September. 
We are interested in hearing from anyone in the diocese who 
identifies as Catholic. Some of the questions, however, focus 
on those who attend mass and are already active in their 
parish. 
There is also a place for you to write a message to Bishop 
Greg to let him know of our challenges and your ideas 
regarding the opportunities in your parish and the diocese. 
Access the Survey: via Diocese of Lismore 
Website                  http://
www.lismorediocese.org/  or 
 - Hard Copy (paper): (Contact the Parish 
office), or, QR Code:  

News from our Parish Evangelization Ministry  

"The little way" of  
St Therese of Lisieux Part 3 

 

St Therese has been teaching us 
that to notice, to care and to 
respond to suffering in the Body 
of Christ has incredible spiritual 
power. And that in the Science of 

Love "as long as our actions, even the least of them, 
remain within the focus of Love, the Blessed Trinity 
reflects them and endows them with wondrous 
beauty”. We’ve learned that this incredible spiritual 
power of Love is open to everyone because it starts 
with an inner movement of the heart. 
 

Today we will discover with St Therese the vocation 
"to be Love in the Heart of the Church".  
 

Therese says, “By chance, the 12th and 13th chapters 
of 1st Corinthians caught my attention... I read that not 
everyone can be an apostle, prophet or teacher, that 
the Church is composed of a variety of members, and 
that the eye cannot be the hand..." 
 

Then, she continues, “I found this encouraging theme: 
“Set your desires on the greater gifts. And I will show 
you the way which surpasses all others." For (St Paul) 
insists that the greater gifts are nothing at all without 
love and that this same love is surely the best path 
leading directly to God." 
 

She says, “ I understood that the Church has a heart 
and that this heart is AFLAME WITH LOVE. I 
understood that IT WAS LOVE THAT MADE THE 
CHURCH'S MEMBERS ACT, that if love ever became 
extinct, apostles would not proclaim the Gospel, 
martyrs would not shed their blood. I understood that 
LOVE COMPRISED ALL VOCATIONS, that LOVE IS 
EVERYTHING, that IT EMBRACED ALL TIMES AND 
PLACES. In a word, LOVE IS ETERNAL.” 
 

“I cried out: O Jesus... MY VOCATION IS LOVE...IN THE 
HEART OF THE CHURCH I WILL BE LOVE." 
 

Therese understood that Love gives life and eternal 
value to the church's actions. She also understood that 
as a member of the Body of Christ her vocation to Love 
flows throughout the entire Mystical Body of Christ, 
spreading eternal value to all its members. She says, 
for example, "Glorious deeds are not for me. . . what 
does it matter?... I love for those who fight." 
Read: 1 Corinthians 12 and 13. 

This week's prayer:  
Saint Therese, let fall your shower of roses into my 
heart, help me become a little saint, help me "to be 
Love in the Heart of the Church". Help all hearts to 

grow in Love, and to understand that Love gives 
eternal value to our body, the Body of Christ ." 

Embrace the Call to Global Mission 
American Samoa, Cambodia, Kiribati, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, 

Tanzania, Thailand, Timor-Leste and Zambia are requesting Australian 
Catholics to live in and share their skills with parish communities.   
Embrace one of these Mission opportunies abroad and mentor those 
with little other opportunity. You will be well prepared and supported by 
Palms Australia who have engaged Australian Catholics in this mission 
since 1961. 
Enquire online or Ph: 0422 742 567 and Register for a Webinar on 
Saturday September 24th at 11:30am where you can talk directly with 
Veronica Lawson who is mentoring teachers in Pago Pago, American 
Samoa now. Or visit others already engaged in Mission with Palms on 
our:  

13-day Encounter Tour to Timor-Leste from October 16th to 28th 

Mass Time Change 

                 Ministry Roster — 10th & 11th September 2022 

 Nambucca Heads 

6:00 pm, Saturday 

Macksville 

8:00 am, Sunday 

Bowraville 

9:30 am, Sunday 

Taylors Arm  

11:00 am, Sunday 

Reader  J Ingold Z White S McNally S Spear 

Commentator S Bolton J Miles J Blake H Spear 

Extra-ordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion 

G Lewis I Allan 
P Wolf 

  

Altar Servers Theresa N, A Smith M Lines, J Costa T Leece, I Leece  

Sacristan M Dwarte S Nebauer   

Counters B & R McFadyen B & L King   

Church Cleaning/Caring     

News from:   THE COOK & THE CHEF … 
On sale at OLSS Nambucca Heads  

Pickles, Relishes, Jams & Marmalades 
And Especially for Fathers Day: 

Dark Whisky Marmalade, Caramalised Onion Relish 
and Spicy Tomato Chutney 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Eva & Brian Smith 
Elaine & David Frost 

May you continue to cherish one another 
in every passing moment and may your 

love and commitment to each other be an 
inspiration to those around you.  

God Bless  

WE  PRAY  FOR  OUR  COMMUNITY... 
 

Lord we ask healing for those who are sick. 
We thank you for those who have recovered. 

We pray for all who have died and those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time.  

 

*Mass intention envelopes are located at the back of the church* 
 

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK: David Grimes, Malou 
Atayde, Therese & Terry Parkhouse, Trevor Nolan, 
Monica Dunbar, Tui Smith, Joey Testor, Ern Thorne, 
Moira Welch, Jodie Bowron, Neville Stewart, Chris 
Behl, June Branford, Kath Mitchell, Eloise Spear, 
Eileen Barbellar, Fr Anthony Lemon, Jim Garland, 
Michael Foley, Judy Moran, Erin Dalton, Lorraine 
Freeman, Elizabeth Armer, Lynn Tonkin, Jacob 
Ingold, Peter Finlay, Jerry Barber, Neville Ennis, 
Gloria Connors, Julieanne McIntyre, Adam Connolly 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES 
OCCUR AT THIS TIME:  Fr Vincent Doyle, Paul 
Lawson, Luke Latham, Jack Feige, Arnold Cooke, Neil 
Malone, Allana Robertson, Riley Piggott and 
deceased relatives of the Piggott & Ryan families, Fr 
James William, Riley Ken Gillett, Vince Gillett, Marie 
Freeman 

 

WE PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED: Jack 
Chapman, Colin Munro, Marie Josephine Karam, 
Hector Spinks, Aunty Kay Dungay, Maureen Fanning 

 

If you wish us to visit any family members who are in 
hospital or infirm, please notify the parish office so 

the Pastoral Care team or Father can arrange a visit 
and administer the sacrament for the sick. 

ung people and vulnerable people in our community. If you or a person close to you has been abused by someone working or ministering within the  
We will listen to you respectfully, offer support and discuss options available to you.  

Fathers Day Raffle,  
OLSS Nambucca Heads 

 

Tickets on sale and drawn after 

Mass 6pm Saturday 3rd Sept  

Mass Time Change 

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 
 

Join us to learn together  
to live your best life in love! 

 

Join us on 28-30 October 2022 
At Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW 

a stunning & tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney. 
 

Book online at  www.wwme.org.au or contact  
Christine & Terry Mahony on 0490 774 419 

or Email: nswbookings@wwme.org.au  

St 
Patrick’s 
Primary 
School 

says….. 

https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/assignments-abroad/
https://palms.org.au/event/embrace-palms-return-to-global-mission/
https://palms.org.au/encounters/trek-for-timor-leste-encounter/
http://www.wwme.org.au/
mailto:nswbookings@wwme.org.au

